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Bernice Hudson Washington served on THA’s Board for many years as the Resident Commissioner.  She was 

a proud resident of McKenzie Court and spent her life advocating for public housing residents, families and 

individuals dealing with substance abuse and various other social endeavors.  She was loved and adored by 

all those who crossed her path.  Below we celebrate some of her many accomplishments. 

THA’s Quarterly e-Newsletter 

Mrs. Bernice Hudson Washington was born on Au-

gust 8, 1929. She attended Lutheran School in Tus-

caloosa, AL. and graduated from Industrial High 

School in 1946. Upon graduation, she attended Ala-

bama State University. After spending some time 

there she decided she didn’t want to teach so she 

returned home to start her career and family.  

 

She first pursued entrepreneurship by starting her 

own beauty salon. She then decided to pursue one of 

her life’s passions, helping those in need. She began 

working with the Tuscaloosa Opportunity Program 

(TOP), then the Tuscaloosa Housing Authority, and 

finally as an addiction counselor with Indian Rivers 

Mental Health. She gave herself to those less fortu-

nate, to those left behind, and to those who had no-

where else to turn.   

 

Mrs. Washington has received numerous honors and 

awards. Most recently, she was inducted into the 

Tuscaloosa County Civic Hall of Fame by the West 

Alabama Chamber of Commerce; recognized as a  

By Titanna Steele & Jessica Alexander 

Are you tired of paying rent?  Feel like 

your hard earned money should go to-

wards building a future for you and your 

family?  If the answer is YES!... THA has 

affordable homeownership opportunities 

available for you. 

 

The first step is to complete THA’s Home-

ownership Application made available on 

the new www.tuscaloosahousing.org web-

site.  There is no cost to apply so what do 

you have to lose? 

 

Below is one of the previous homes devel-

oped and sold under THA’s Homeowner-

ship Program.  Apply Now!!! 

Pillar of West Alabama by the Community Founda-

tion of West Alabama; and honored by the Tusca-

loosa Housing Authority with the dedication of Ber-

nice Hudson Washington Estates. Mrs. Washington 

worked tirelessly with the community until her fail-

ing health took her strength and mobility. Even then 

she continued to be active in the community.  Mrs. 

Washington passed away on April 6, 2014.  May she 

forever rest in peace. 



The Rebirth of Rosedale 

Crescent East Renovations 

Rosedale III Update 

By Chris Hall 

By Chris Hall 

By Chris Hall 

Three years removed, a new more vibrant and 

sustainable Rosedale has emerged in stark con-

trast to the original development which occupied 

the same ground.  The new Rosedale includes 

market-rate amenities, larger living spaces, and 

covered porches and balconies.  Additional fea-

tures include a large linear park, several pocket 

parks, a community garden, and a variety of ga-

zebos and playgrounds strategically placed 

throughout the development. 

 

The impact goes beyond Rosedale. The new de-

velopment  continues to have a dramatic impact 

on the 10th Avenue Corridor leading into Tuscal-  

 

oosa by sparking investment in surrounding prop-

erties.  Tenth Avenue connects West Tuscaloosa 

to the greater downtown and also serves as a 

major traffic artery leading to the doorstep of 

Bryant Denny Stadium and the University of 

Alabama.  As an example, the West Alabama 

Chamber of Commerce announced its plans to 

build a new $9 million business incubator direct-

ly across the street from Rosedale. 

 

Special thanks to our residents, our community 

partners, HUD, the AHFA, and the City of Tus-

caloosa and Tuscaloosa County for helping us 

make this dream become a reality.   

On the evening of April 27, 2011 an F-4 tornado with wind speeds in excess of 200 MPH destroyed the 

Rosedale Court public housing development in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  Seven residents were killed, 

dozens were injured and nearly all lost their material possessions with the exception of the clothes on 

their backs.   

THA’s latest development endeavor involves the development of 

Rosedale Phase III, a senior-only community, to be built on a property 

located to the south of the previous Rosedale phases.  Rosedale III will 

include three 4-story buildings with a total of 128 units.  The units will be 

a mixture of Low-Income Housing Tax Credit units, public housing units 

and project-based section 8 rental units.  The development will be fi-

nanced using city of Tuscaloosa CDBG funds, ADECA CDBG funds, 

THA funds and an allocation of Low-Income Housing Tax Credits award-

ed by the Alabama Housing Finance Authority.  The mixed-finance clos-

ing is scheduled to take place later this year and construction will begin in 

late 2014, early 2015.  March of 2016 is the scheduled completion date. 

 

 

The Tuscaloosa Housing Authority is currently using its Capital Funds to 

perform an exterior renovation at the Crescent East development. Some 

of the work items include creating new larger covered front porches, 

individual off-street parking for all units, landscaping improvements and 

new siding & brick. Due to the size of Crescent East and the number of 

dwelling units, the Authority will spend approximately three years of 

Capital Funds to complete the project.  Below is an example of the pro-

gress.   



Resident Council Updates 

Welcome Our New Commissioners 
By Titanna Steele & Jessica Alexander 

By Titanna Steele & Jessica Alexander 

Please join the THA Board of Commissioners and staff in welcoming our newest commis-

sioners, Ms. Jeannette Barnes and Mr. Billy Hatmaker (both pictured right).  Ms. Barnes re-

places longtime beloved resident commissioner, Bernice Washington, and Mr. Hatmaker re-

places commissioner Bill Howard.   

 

Ms. Barnes is a resident of McKenzie Court where she serves as the Community Captain.  

Ms. Barnes was a previous resident of Rosedale Court and was an outspoken advocate for her 

fellow storm survivors after the April 27, 2011 tornado. Mr. Hatmaker is a retired business-

man and adjunct professor at the University of Alabama School of Business.  He also serves 

as the Chair of Missions Council for Calvary Baptist Church.  Welcome aboard! 

Don’t know what’s going on in your communi-

ty? Get connected with your resident council. 

Being connected to the resident council as an 

officer or by attending meetings will supply 

residents with helpful information that can 

benefit every member of the household. Resi-

dents needing to complete community service 

hours can earn them by attending meetings and 

participating in events.  

 

Hey residents of Hay Court! The Hay Court 

Resident Council is on the scene. If you have-

n’t been to a resident council meeting, then it’s 

not too late. The council meets on every third 

Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm in their com-

munity room.  If you have a concern about 

your neighborhood, or would like to suggest 

ideas to uplift the community, then you are 

encouraged to attend the meetings and voice 

your opinion. The Hay Court Council has done 

so many great things within the past few 

months. In May, a community wide clean-up 

day was held to help maintenance get ready for 

the REAC inspection. The job fair held in 

April was well attended by over 150 individu-

als from the surrounding communities. They 

recently submitted a speed bump petition with 

over 100 names to City Councilman Burrell 

Odum.  

 

 The Crescent East and Branscomb Resident 

Councils are looking for more involvement 

from every resident in their respective commu-

nities.  

The Crescent East Resident Council meets 

every third Thursday of the month from 12:30 

pm to 1:30 pm in the community room, located 

at the office. The Council is currently seeking 

residents to fill the vacant officer positions of 

President, Vice-President, and Assistant-

Treasurer. Their monthly meetings will resume 

as soon as these positions are filled. Many 

residents may recall some of last year’s events 

sponsored by the Crescent East Resident Coun-

cil, to include: Social Service Fair (June), 

Thanksgiving Dinner (November), and the 

Speed Bump/Children At Play Signs Petition 

(ongoing).  

 

The Branscomb Resident Council is gearing 

up for their first official Resident Council 

meeting. New officers have been elected and 

ideas are circulating. A special thanks to the 

residents who voiced their concerns in April 

stating their desires for their development. 

Now the Branscomb Resident Council is ready 

to take action!  The Council plans to have their 

first meeting in September.  The meeting time 

and date will be announced. The council wants 

to host several projects and events that will 

bring the entire neighborhood together, such as 

community clean-up days, social service fairs, 

and educational & fun –filled events for the 

youth. 

 

 

Continued on following page….  
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AAHRA Scholarship Winner 

The Alabama Association of Housing and 

Redevelopment Authorities annually 

awards educational scholarships to hous-

ing authority residents throughout the state 

who are continuing their education. One of 

the 2014 recipients is Branscomb resident, 

Alexzia Winn. Alexzia  has already re-

ceived a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Biology from Stillman College. She is 

using the $2,500 scholarship to study Ele-

mentary Science at  the University of Ala-

bama. Alexzia is very active in the Brans-

comb community. She taught the Science 

component of this summer’s Stillman College Community Outreach Juvenile 

Justice Youth Leadership Camp in the Branscomb community. She also works 

in the Tuscaloosa City School System. Congratulations to Alexzia Winn!!!  If 

you are interested in the AAHRA Scholarship please contact THA ASAP! 

Partnership Spotlight 

By Titanna Steele & Jessica Alexander 

By Chris Hall 

If you live in Robertson Tower, 

then you are welcomed to attend 

their monthly Resident Council 

Meetings held on every first Mon-

day at 4pm in the auditorium. The 

Robertson Tower Resident Council 

officers are: William Brown, Presi-

dent; Nancy Billingsley, Vice Presi-

dent; Mary Beavers, Secretary; Dor-

othy Henry, Treasurer; and Cherry 

Richardson, Chaplain.  The Council  

sponsors events almost every 

month. Many may remember the 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson Tower 

fundraiser/ social event. Mr. Charles 

Carter and Ms. Cherry Richardson 

were crowned king and queen. Fu-

ture events include flu shots in Sep-

tember, Medicare/Medicaid Benefits 

Check-Up in September, a Commu-

nity Health Fair, and informative 

classes on Wills and Trusts.  

 

If you live in McKenzie Court, 

then the Resident Council needs 

your support! Officers Rodney Lo-

gan, President; Lillie Scott, Secre-

tary; Jeannette Barnes, Treasurer; 

Jackson Todd, Parliamentarian con-

duct monthly resident council meet- 

ings on each third Wednesday at 4 

pm in the McKenzie Court Commu-

nity Room. The Council has been 

fundraising to sponsor community 

events. This past December, Parlia-

mentarian Todd dressed as Santa for 

Christmas photos with the youth at 

the PAL Gym. They also held a 

community fish fry in June. The 

funds will be used to adopt a teacher 

at Martin Luther King Elementary.  
 

Resident Councils in each commu-

nity  have similar plans of partner-

ing with local community agencies 

to conduct community surveys and 

resident needs assessments. They 

also plan to host financial literacy 

classes, social service fairs, and 

resume building workshops for the 

residents. Most councils have allo-

cated funds  to assist residents who 

are in need of assistance with ex-

penses related to new employment.  

The Resident Council encourages all 

residents to attend monthly meet-

ings. DON’T FORGET that you will 

receive community service hours for 

attending!! 

THA applied for and received an 

allocation of fifty (50) HUD-VASH 

project-based vouchers to assist in 

supporting the operation of the new 

development.  THA will administer 

the vouchers in cooperation with the 

VA Medical Center. 

 

The Valor Grove complex is being 

developed using Low-Income and 

Historical Tax Credit allocations 

provided by the Alabama Housing 

Finance Authority in addition to 

grants provided by the City of Tus-

caloosa and the United States De-

partment of Veteran’s Affairs. 

 

 

Valor Grove is currently under con-

struction and is scheduled to open in 

late September.  While the goal of 

the development is to house home-

less veterans, other applicants may 

be considered. 

 

If you or someone you know might 

be interested in the Valor Grove 

development please call for addi-

tional information at (256) 560-

0821. 

Valor Grove is a new development located on the campus of Tuscaloosa’s 

Veteran’s Administration Medical Center.  The 50-unit, 83-bed complex is 

currently under construction and will serve homeless veterans and their fami-

lies. 

Valor Grove 


